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DISCUSS WHAT IS
AN ARMED CRAFT

Lansing Indicates United States
May Take Up Question with

Germany if it is
Raised,

LESS EXCITEMENT AT CAPITOL

| Lenders in Comgress Apparently
Willing to Await Outoome of

Diplomatio Exchanges.
PRESIDENT WIISON IS FIRM

«we WASHINGTON, Feb, 26.~—The
Uniied States, Secretary Lansing in-
dicated today, may discuss the ques-
tion of what property may be re-
garded as armament on & merchant
ehip, if the question is raised.

Onse of tha ententsa allies, to which
Becrotary Lansing suggested disarma-
ment of merchant ships, repliad to-
day, but the nature of the reply or
the name of the government which
made it will not be disclosed until
all of the allles have answered, The
impression prevailed that it was mot
Great Britain, but probably was
France or Italy,

WASHINGTON, Feb. 20 —With
the apparent quieting down of the
situation In congress, the submarine
erisls shifts back to the negotiations
between BSecretary Lansing and
Count Von Bernstorff.

Mr, Lansing sald today there was
no intention of transferring the nego-
tiations to Berlin to ba conducted be-
tpeen Ambassador Gerard and the
derlin forelgn offles, as was intl-
mated  in dispatches published
abroad, and reiterated that the State
department had heard nothing more
from Germany on its request for a
declaration that the mew submarine

Platte at Fremont

FREMONT, Neb., Feb, 38 —(fpecial Tel-
egram.)—Ice in the main channel of the
Platts went out early this morning and
the danger of flood la belleved to be over,
The river ia over a foot lower than dur-
ing, the night, when It overflowed the
lowands In this vielnity, The loe from
the Loup, which broks up yeaterduy, was
the cause of the high water here,

Near Mercer the Union Pacifio tracks
were threatened when s gorge formed,
throwing the water cut, but the use of
several carloads of cinders and bags of
sand prevented a wasbout. There was

no delay to traina. The Burlington ‘rull—-l

road mnd the eounty bridge at Fremont
withstood the high water without any
damage.

The wagon road leading from the Fre-
mont bridge to the dyke, & half mile
north, was covered by water during the
night to & depth of cver a fool. When
it subsided several big cakes of lcé were
left on the roadway. It waa neceasary
to remove them before traffic could be
resumed. There ia very little lce in the
main channel of the rivar,

Bonding Clause

Omitted from Bill|

(From a Staff Correspondent.)

WASHINGTON, Fuob, S~(8pecila Tele-
gram. }—It will be of interest to a number
of employes of the postoffice at Omaha
to know that the rules committee of the
house has falled to inclide that section
of the postoffice appropriation blil rela-
tive to the bonding of employes up to
per cent of their salaries, and oconse-
quently the point of arder that will be
made agalnst the section will be wus-

tained
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and Flood Subsides

| It in an open secret

FOR SETTLEMENT OF
SIOUX CITY STRIKE

Men Will Consider Terms Offered
by Packers at a Conference to
Bes Held at Later
Hour,

HIGHER WAGES FOR WORKERS

Cudahy and Armour Announce In-
crease of Pay of Men in All

Plants, Beginning Monday.
EXPECTED TO SETTLE STRIKE

BIOUX CITY, Ia, Feb. 26.—M. R,
Murphy of Omahsa, geenral manager
of the Cudahy packing planta, made

employes in all their packing plants.
The peace conference between
packing house strikers and managers

strike,

It was learned that the advance of
which Mr, Murphy spoke as applying
to the Armour and Cudahy plants
would nlso apply to all of the Omaha
packing housea and that the volun-

BIOUX CITY, Feb, 8.—At 2 o'clock thin
afternoon when the packing house strike
peace conference adjourned it was an-
nounced that the prospects of a meitie-
ment wers very bright. The strikers will
consider the terms offered at o mass
meeting late this afternoon.

Woman Leader of
the Anti-Recruiting
Movement Jailed

LONDON, Feb, #3513 p. m)—Mrs.
Nellla Best, seoretary of the Women's
Antl-Conscriptionist loague, Wnas

for clroulating lterature urging men
not to enlist. The scenus in the court
wers reminiscant of the trials of mili-
tant muffragists.

Women sympathizers of Mra  Best
mads a great outery when sentence was

E

On being asked whether sha was rep-
yesented by counsel Men. Best sald: “T
by the Lord, who told us

(German Losses in
Flanders Attacks
Are Reported Heavy

AMBTERDAM, Feb, ¥M.—~The Germans
have gathered a considerable number of
troops in Flanders and artillery relnforce-
mants have been continuously arriving
since December, according to the Echeo
BHelgeu.

Not less than eighiteen attacks wera
mnde recently by the Germans against
the narrow front at Steonstracte on the
Cominés canal, south of Hill No, 18, de-
cluros the newspaper. Only two sltacks
had any sucoess, but the German losses
must have becn heavy, It adds it being
miimated that the killed and wounded
totalled 17,000,

Aeroplane Circles

BUPERIOR, W,
men guarding bLig graln elevators con-
taining milllons of bushels of whaat for
the allles, were alarmed early today
when an aeroplane, soaring L0 feet In
the alr, clreled above the docks for half
an hour.

Thé machine was abserved just before
dawn, When It became light it Adlsap-
yesred In the direction of the new plant
of the Minnesota Mteel company on the
5t. Louis river,

An aeroplane recently was seen near
the Dupont Powder plant at Washbum.

At Last! Ig Dunn
To Try for Senator

After Impatiently walting all this time
for pome ane elpe to do the job, "“Ig™
Thunn hap volunteersd to smorifive himasclf
for his country as a candidata for the
democratio nomination for T'nited Btates
renator against Senator G. M, Hitcheock,
sreking re-eloction,

that the Dunn
| candidncy Is instigated and backed by
| the Hryan slement of the party

The sannouncement of Dunno that his
bat is in the ring for senator s accoimn-
| panied by a statemont addresssgd ‘‘to the
democrata of Nebraskn,” telling how well
pleased he ia with the forelan palioy of
President Wilson In regard to Mexioo
jand the belllgerent nations of Europe,
(and how displeased he In with the preal-
dent's preparedness progrmm. To the
| senator he hands this package: “I am
opposed to the domination of the demo-
cratio party in this atat by orgacnized
specinl Intereate, hended by the puble
{ seryice corporations and Hguor Interosis,
| And he straddies the wet and dry o
by dernse alienee ob his own attitude ex-
capt that he will he dry or wet as the
state vores the prohibdtion initintive moas-
ure up or down

PROSPRCTS BRIGHT |

of the plants was in progress at noon. I
It waa reported that the indlcations |4\ roution captored this morning
were favorable for a settlement, |

in progress,
jone to the west of the road to Lille

tary ralse would be effective Monday. |

tmaroplanos
enemy

Over Elevators and |
Scares Wa.i:chmen'i

Feb., M -Watch- |

FRENCH RETAKE
LOST FORTRE
-

\ Vol

Paris Offickagats s
Fort Douk.
Germans Again in Gallic
Hands.

HAVE ADVANCED PAST THAT

All Teuton Efforts to Drive Repub-
lican Foroes Back Are
Futile.

INVADERS' LOSSES ARE HEAVY

PARIS, Feb, 26 —The official

the statement today that the Cudaby | gtatement fssued by the war office
and Armour packing companies will | ganient
immediately advance the wages of |

mentions the sangulnary
struggle which has been going on
round Fort Douaumont, whieh it de-
geribes as “‘an advanes element of
the old defensive organization of the
fortress of Verdun and declares that

by the Germans was reached again

Both sides seem anixous to end the |by the French troops, who adyanced

beyond that point and have resisted

all attempts to drive them back."
The text of the statement follows:
“In Artols mine fighting has been

We exploded two mines,

and the second to the east of Nou-
ville-8t. Vaast, under a tunnel occg~

| pied by the enemy.

Hepulse Attack of Enemy.

“In Champagne we completely re-
pulsed an attack by the enomy against
a salisnt ocarried by us to the south of
Bte, Marie-A-Py. The total number of
prisoners taken by us in this affair haa
roached B4, of whom nine mre officers
and thirty-six pon-commissioned officers,

“Dentructive fires bave been carried
out against the German workas to the
north of Villg«Bur-Tourbe and in the re-
glon of Montl Tetu.

“In the region to the horth of Verdun
ths bombardment continuea without
consation to the east and to the west of
the Meouse. To (hese attacks of the

sen- | anemy our troops have replisd by coun-
tenced Yoday to alx months imprison- | (er attacks, carried out with vigor at the
ment In the Westminaster pollos court | vqrious polnts sasalled on our front.

“All the new attempts of the Germans
in the region of Champneuville and on
La Cote Den Polvre, whers we are sol-
idly emablished, have been repulsed.

Position Retaken,

YA furfous struggle has been
and advante eloment of the

Germans have fired several shells of
large calibre in the direction ef Lune-
ville and Nanoy,

“Today in the regiom of Verdum, Ad-
jutant Nevarre In & monoplane beat
down with o machine gun two German
noroplanes, this achlevement making five
enemy meroplanes brought to earth by
this pllot, The enemy machines fell In
our lines. Two aviators manning them
wern gllled while twe others wore made
prisonera,

Shell Mets Station.

“On the same day one of our squsd-
rons composed of nine bombing areo-
planea dropped 14 shells on the mablou
rallwny station at Metz, Another of our
pquadrona  bombarded the
sstablishments at Chambley,
northwest of Pont-A-Mous."”

The Belgian official communication

rendn:

‘*The artillers actions wers vYory
spiritad today on our front, particularly
in the reglon to the north of Dixmude,
Our butterleas carried out dostructive
fires on (he nemy works at Mercken."

Italian Poet
Wounded in Eye

PARIE, Feb. 2% —Gabrials ‘' D'Annunsio
has beén injured In the right eye In an
aecroplane nocident and taken to a hos-
pital in Venlce, says the Rome corre-
apondent of the Petit Parialen, There is a
possibllity that the sight of the Injured
oye many be presorved,

The Iiallan poet, Gabriels IF Annunsio,
took a prominent part In the popular agl-
tation which preceded the declaration of
war by Italy on Austria In May, 1#6 He
volunteered for service and was appointed
lleutenant In the army,

Blue Stem Wheat
Drops Eleven Cents

PORTLAND, O, Feb, M eaApril biue-
stem wheat quotations on the Portland
Orain  exchanges plunged downward 11
cents todsy on receipts of rumors that
Vordun had fallen and in sympathy with
drops lu midwestern markets. There were
no sales, but al] bid prices wers affecind

Von
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FOR WATER PROBLEN

Conference Favors Creation of Body
to Take Over All Features of

Waterways Regulation,
FROVIDES CONTINUING BUDGET

WASHINGTON, Feb, 26.—Adop-
tlon of the commission plan of deal-
Ing with waterway problems of the
country, which would include econ-
tinulng annual appropriations, was
agreed upon today as a genoral pol-
fey to be recommended to the proesi-
dent {n a conference between onbi-
net officlals and a committes of sen-
ators.

Hecretaries Lane, 1Touston and Raed-
fleld, who were namad by the presidont,

Under the plan there would be created
a "waterways commisaion’’ oconsisting
of the president, the secretaries of war,
interior, agricullure and commerce and
the chalrman of the Board of River
Regulation. Chalrmen of the Interstate
Commerce commission and the Isthmian

The commission would have direction
and control over all watsrway frojecis
and expenditures,

All featurea of river and Inland watar-
way regulation would be placed In the
commission's hands, including hydro-
electric power development; confining
the bpavigable rivers to thelr channels
by means of levees; and the prevention
of deforestation and soll erosion,

The recommendations will be sub-
mitted to the presldent Iin tima to have
them onacted Into law at the present
sesnion and te substitute Lthem for the
river’s and harbors' approprintion bill,

mit u special message on the subject

Man Supposed to Be
Jean Crones Held
at Moberly, Mo,

MOBERLY, Mo., Feb. 38.--The man de-
talned here yesterday belleved to be Joan
Ceranes, wanted ‘n Chicago In conneetion
with an slleged polscning plot today was
held on n fugitive warrant charging him
with being Cronos Tt I8 understood the
Chicago police are gending an officer after
him,

American Nurses Go
to the British Front

LLONDON, Feb 0 -—Thirty-thresa Amer-
fcan nurses, most of them from Mercy
hospital, Chicago, left London today for
the Hritlsh front. They bave besn ds-
talied Lo service for alx months in fleld
hospitals. The nurses had been in London

H ;n_c_f;nb;;g and M ackemeﬁ

for nearly two weeks gathering Lhelr
equipment.

Opposed the Assault on Verdun

PETROGRAD, Fob, %.—(Via London,
Febh, 8 )—The Russky Invalld, thes off)
cial organ of the Russian army, pub-
Mehed an asccount of the war eouncil
hold In Berlin, at which the decison to
attack Verdun was taken.

It saserts that the CGerman and Bava-
rian crown princes strongly favored an
attack on the French front at Verdun,
but that both Field Marshal von Hin-
denburg apd Field Marshal von Macken-
sen opposed the plan, contending that
it wounld be betier (o develop the opera-
tions already planped against the Mus-

slan front, bocauss It would he necesaary
if the plan of the princes was adopted
to send to France reserves speclully
trained for Russlan warfare

Further. Fileld Marshal von Hinden-
burg is reported to bave assld that the
chanres of success on the Jupsian front
were greater. He ta declared to have had
little hope of Lthe operntions agalnet Ver-
dun and to have feared an adverse affoct
their faflure.

These arguments,

emperor supperied the crown princes,

It is probable that the president will sub- r

R.K. TECTS AND CON

COMMISSION PLAN

|

I on 8t. Patrick’s Day |

TRACTOR

—

GRID CLUB AGAIN
ROASTS ITS GUBSTS

President Makers and Candidates
Are Helped Aboard Trains to
Chicago and St. Louis.

CHAMP CLARK HAS OLD TICKET

WASHINGTON, Feb. 26.—The
Gridiron club tonight at its sscond
dinner of the winter, projected itself
iuto  the convention mnctivities of
next June and helped a distin-
guighed party of prealdent makers
and candidates board tralng for Chl-
cago and 8t Louls to meet the fates
awalting them there, In & make-
Lelleve rallway station the actor
members of the club satirized the
folbles of some of thelr guests and
some well known men who were not
present, ' ;

President Wilaon was among those who
loaked om and he may have received an
Intimutlon of the oppoxition he will meet
later .In the year, Viee President Mar-

candidaio
eommittestann

candl _Bollvian ministers, several
membars of the seraté and houss, offlosrs
6f the nrmy and navy and p number of

the most notable figures in the nation's | mnt the

financinl and industriel life were prosent.

The newly slected prealdast of the olub,
Louis W. Etmyer of the Pittsburgh Dis-
patch, was inaugurated with a humorous
sketoh In which all membars partioipated,
varioualy attired to represent the old
gusrd, the regular army reserve, the
eontinental army, the govermument ma-
rines, the progressive Imrlr and war
revenue (ax collectors,

Fun with DMg Fellows,

The most ambitlous of several sketches
prejented by the club was the palitical
one, Borambles to makes trains, strange
traveling companions and toket come
plexitien that oconfounded the rallway
gatomen effered extrmordinary opportu-
nitlea for funmakiog. Passing through
the Chicago gate were rogular and pro-
Ereasive republicans, charmolers repre-
senting formar Benators Burton and Hev-

i{}-autillutd on-i‘ua ;l‘wo._'unlumn ann.)

Kugel Enforcing
Rule Against Rum
In the Police Force

Pity the poor copper, as ho wends hin
plough-fooled and weary wiay up and
down tha tollsome Iangth and breadth
of his beat. No longer may he stop off,
every block or so and sink & schooner of
sudn to slake his burning thirst.

When Sergeant Chick Ferria stepped

Into a North Sixteenth strect bar luma‘

time ago, he found Polloe Walter Nichols
bleswing a cold guart thus; “Here's up
to the lipa and over me ums—look out,
old dryneck, hers 't oomes.” Then fol-
lowed a business of gurgling.

Terris relloved Nichols of his badge and
Nichols & te be irfed for unbocoming
vondact, Commissioner WKugel sayva ho
will try to accomplish the officer's per-
manent suspetislon. Anecther polleeman,
namad La Page, was diamiased some
timo ago Tor A simliar offense.

ST know It overturns & pollce depart
ment tradition,'" declared Commianiuner
Kugel, "but the coppers musin’'t get
caught drinking while on duty.”’

Official Taster is
Named for Feast

CHICAGO, FPelh, B—An officisl taster

to tesut all Aishes sorved v Willlam How-
ard Taft, Archblahop Mundeleln and othar
iiests who will nttend the St Patrick's

day banguet of the Irisn Fellowshilp cluly

wias  appointed today iy officinls,
mindful of the recent polsoning of soup
merved At B Languel given tn hobor of
Archiishap Mundeleln, named W, J
Hoaly, a club member, taster

Two Small British
Steamships Sunk

LONDON, Fabh, ¥ —‘T-lhyd'a annoinces
the alnking of the Hritish steamer Den-

| ably of 1.7 tons, and the steamer Tumn-

on the morale of the army in case of |mwel of 60 tone,

tha | Beven memberns of the crews are mise-
newepaper adds, did not prevall and the  Ing

Of Nve survivors who were ploked
up twe died,

ARE MAKING SLATE

Two Full Tickets Probably Will )a‘
* Placed Before Voters at Pri- |
mary on June 8. i

CLARKSON SELECTED TO LEAD

DES MOINES, Ia.,, Feb, 26.—Twao
full demoeratic state tickets may be
placed before Jowa volers at the
June & primary this year as the re-
sult of a declsion early today by
lenders of so-called progressive dem-
oorals to enter a siate of thelr own,

After an all night meeting the
conference unanimously  selected
Benator John T. Clarkson of Albia,
leader of the dry forces in the thirty-
alxth general assembly, to head the
now ticket as candldate for governor
2 opposition to the regular demo-

Edward (. Dunn of Masdh (3 .r'll:

Hapgood Exp
The Employment of
Brandeis by Weekly

WASHINGTON, Feb, M —Norman Hap~
good, former editor of Colller's Weekly,
today told the senxis judiolary mib-com-
mitten [nvestigating the nomination of
Louls D, Brandsis to the suprema conrt,
that the reason Colller's had smployed
Mr. Hrandels in the RBallinger-Pinchot
Investigation was because Colller's
wanted to support T. N, GIavis whase
charges againat Mr. Hallinger It had pub-
lished and for whom Brandels ostensibiy
appeared.

“We had published Mr, Glavia' chargea
and thought ha ought to ba fully sup-
ported by ua' sald Mr. Hapgood, "Wae
feol that If tha newspaper avpearsd in
the Htigation It would detraet from tha
main issus. We wanted to avold the ap-
| pearance of dosiring to get inlo Lthe lime-
| Mght**
| No attempt had been made to decelve

FIRST BREAK IN &
FORTIFICATIONS
OF VERDUN CITY

Fort Douaumont the Northwesern
Pillar of the Line of Strong-
holds, Stormed by the
Germans,

FRENCH DO NOT ADMIT LOSS

Paris Report Says Battle Continues
and Thousands of Teutons Have
Been Slain.

ATTACKS NEAR BEAUMONT FAIL

NULLETIN,
BERLIN, Feb, 28 —(Via Len-
don.)~~The French foreea in the

| Champagne have made an attack on

the GQerman positions south of 8L
Marie-A-Ty. The war offlce state-
ment today says the French peune-
trated the first CGerman trenches
over a distance of about 350 yards.

DERLIN, Feb, 2§.-—(Via Lon-
don.)-—I1t is officiailly announced
that Fort Douaumont, one of the for-

tUfieations of Verdun, was taken by
iatorm yesterday afternoon and

I

DRY DENOS OF I0WA |

in
now firmly held by the Germans.

The official announcement is as
follows:

“The armored Fort Douaumont,
the northeastern corner pilllar of the
permanent line fortifications of the
stronghold of Verdun, was stormed
yesterday afternoon by the Twenty-
fourth regiment of Brandenburg in-
fantry and Is now firmly in German
bande."

An officlal statoment lesusd today says
that conmiderabla advances have boen
mads east of the Meuss in the reglon
north of Verdun in the presencs of Em-
peror Willlam, HReslstancs of the Fronch
broke down on ths Woevrs plain along
the entire front to Marphoville, south of
the high road from Paris to Meta

‘“‘We are pursiing the retreating
onamy,” the statement asayn

German Loss la Fnormous.

PARLIS, Meb. 838.-The Germans are con-
tinuing their violent attacks mnorth of
Verdun without regard to thelr sacrifices,
the war offios announced this afterncon.

through German
sources.  Further Information s awaltedq

anxlously, owing to the recognized slrat.
egle importance of this fort, which s
the bawse of polld fleld works on a lne of
hills 1000 foot high, about six miles
northedat of Verdun, .

and is fleld works giving
steady support,

The Pall Mall Gasotte says the ¥rench
are susiaining an asssult equalling in in-

tansity the hottoat engugements of the
entire war.

The Westminster Gaseito axpresses
confidence that the main fortress I8 im-
pregmable. It predicis ithat the
resuit of the Gorman attack will be tre-
mendous losses, which will ¢ripple the

effoctiveness of the Germans in subse-
quent operations,

ARMED ITALIAN SHIP

anyons uwbout Mr. Brandels' amployment, |
|Mr Hapgood sald. During the hearing,
ho addod, at least three witnesses ro- |
forred to Coliler's in such A way as to |
rhow they knew Mp, Brandels wis Nﬂ".
resenting i, On one ocoaslon Mr, Hap- |
good wsild he printed an editorial in reply |
to a nowspaper saeylng In a rather satirty |
\rnl wiy that of course Colller's was pay-
|'"' Mr. irnndels, and would pay for any
| other contributar, who got into trouble,

Williwms Youngman, testiflad at length
ahout the Warren will ease, In which Mr.

| Brandels was an attorney. i

|Fa,rmha,nd Given !

- Fifteen Thousand
Back Pay by Jury

DES MOINES, Feb, ¥ ~Louls O, Bates,
a farm hand whe worked for twenty yeara
on ferns owned Ly Lhe Inte Kdwiurd How-
ell and his daughter, Jennle, without sal-
ary, expecting ss s roward that Miss
IHowel] should be his wife, will rescive
BIL 500 as the result of a Jury's declsion
in the Polk county Alstrict court, \

Batea contended he worked with an
|understanding that when Mr Howell died
| he woold marry Miss Howsll. Mr. How-
loll disd und the death of hin daughtier
| followed soon afier, Bates sued the es-
| lale for B0.000 back pay.

‘Senator Norris Says
Water Power Lobby |
' Backing Shields Bill

—_—— |
| WASHINGTON, Feb. 3.—1In an attack
:rm the Shielda' bill to provide for water
| power granls on navigabile streams o'
private interests, Benator Norris of Ne-
Lraska (oday deciared ithe bill was he-
Ing champlonsd by the strongest lobby
that ever cama (o Washingion, |

“They are representatives of the water |
power trust” he sald, “"Which has Ita
genoral headquarters o Wall street”

ARRIVES AT NEW YORK

NEW YOLK. Feb. ¥.—The Napoll, the
third Ttalinn steamer Lo arrve here within
the last few days with gung mounted,
arrived today. The Napoll earried two
throo-inch guns mounted on the poop-
deok, It is & freighter and oarries mo
passengers.

UNIDENTIFIED MAN FALLS
DEAD IN A SALOON

Shortly after § o'clock an unidentified
man about 0 yesrs of age foll dead iu
Holtw's saloon, Twenty-second und Cum-
ing sireets. The coroner Lus taken charge
ef the body,
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